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I. Call to Order. 
 
A meeting of Human Rights Commission Panel B was called to order on June 9, 2010, at 10:30 a.m. by Panel 
Chair David Chang.  
 

Pursuant to the Illinois Open Meetings Act, 5 ILCS 120/1 et seq., it was determined that:   

 
1) A quorum of the public body was present at the meeting. 

 
II. Consideration of Minutes. 

 
The minutes of the meeting of May 12, 2010, were approved as submitted by staff.  Motion made by 
Commissioner Freeman, seconded by Commissioner Box.  Motion carried 3-0. 
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III. Contested Matter 

Annie Johnson v. State of Illinois, Department of Human Services 
Charge No.: 1995CF1530  ALS No.: 9111R 

A. The Panel voted and concluded that it had erred on October 28, 2003, when it had rejected the 
ALJ’s determination that the Complainant was presumptively entitled to be reinstated by the 
Respondent. The ALJ’s determination on the reinstatement issue was not against the manifest 
weight of the evidence, and at that time there was no evidence in the record to support the Panel’s 
determination that reinstatement was not feasible.  Therefore, the Panel now concludes the 
Complainant should have been determined entitled to reinstatement on October 28, 2010.  Motion 
made by Commissioner Freeman, seconded by Commissioner Box.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 

B. The Panel voted and concluded that because reinstatement was presently not feasible, an award of 
front pay from the date of the Commission’s Order of June 9, 2010, through February 1, 2012, was 
appropriate. Motion made by Commissioner Freeman, seconded by Commissioner Box.  Motion 
carried 3-0. 
 

C. The Panel voted and concluded the Respondent had waived its right to raise the affirmative 
defense of failure to mitigate. In the alternative, the Panel voted and concluded the Respondent had 
failed to meet its burden to prove failure to mitigate. Motion made by Commissioner Freeman, 
seconded by Commissioner Box.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 

D. The Panel voted and concluded the Complainant was entitled to back pay from the end of the first 
public hearing on February 6, 1998, through the date of the Commission’s Order of June 9, 2010, 
along with prejudgment interest. Motion made by Commissioner Freeman, seconded by 
Commissioner Box.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 

E. The Panel vote and concluded the Complainant was entitled to SERS Benefits from the date of her 
unlawful discharge on January 11, 1995, through June 9, 2010. Motion made by Commissioner 
Freeman, seconded by Commissioner Box.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 

F. The panel voted and concluded the Complainant was entitled to immediate payment of the back 
pay award of $ 77,664.78, plus prejudgment interest, for the period of her unlawful discharge until 
the initial public hearing in February 1998.  Motion made by Commissioner Freeman, seconded by 
Commissioner Box.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 
G. The Panel voted and granted leave for Complainant’s counsel to file a petition for reasonable 

attorney’s fees for work performed on the Complainant’s Exceptions to the Second Supplemental 
Recommended Order and Decision. Motion made by Commissioner Freeman, seconded by 
Commissioner Box.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 
IV. Requests for Review 
 

A. Mohamed-Karim Jouini v. Ach Food Companies, Inc. 
 Charge No.: 2009CF1851  ALS No.: 09-0676 
 
The Panel sustained the dismissal of the charge in the above-referenced matter for Lack of 
Substantial Evidence. Motion made by Commissioner Freeman, seconded by Commissioner Box. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

 
 
 
 



Panel B Minutes – June 9, 2010 
Page 3 of 3 

 
 

B. Deborah Carter v. Westshire Nursing Rehabilitation 
Charge No.: 2008CA2537  ALS No.: 09-0677 
 

The Panel sustained the dismissal of the charge in the above-referenced matter for Lack of 
Substantial Evidence. Motion made by Commissioner Freeman, seconded by Commissioner Box. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

 
C. Robert Cozzi v. Power Great Lakes, Inc. 

Charge No.: 2008CF3598  ALS No.: 09-0678 
 

The Panel sustained the dismissal of the charge in the above-referenced matter for Lack of 
Substantial Evidence. Motion made by Commissioner Freeman, seconded by Commissioner Box. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

 
D. Lawrence A. Roerich v. Village of Antioch 

Charge No.: 2009CA0477  ALS No.: 09-0683 
 

The Panel sustained the dismissal of the charge in the above-referenced matter for Lack of 
Jurisdiction and Lack of Substantial Evidence. Motion made by Commissioner Freeman, seconded 
by Commissioner Box. Motion carried 3-0. 

 
E. Mary Borys v. Federico Aguilar, Manager, Diversey Neighborhood Corporation  

Charge No.: 2010CH0002  ALS No.: 09-0694 

The Panel sustained the dismissal of the charge in the above-referenced matter for Lack of 
Substantial Evidence. Motion made by Commissioner Freeman, seconded by Commissioner Box. 
Motion carried 3-0. 
 

V. Adjournment. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 a.m. Motion made by Commissioner Box, seconded by 
Commissioner Freeman.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
Harriet Parker 
General Counsel 


